
European Commissionaire Marta Kos said she 
believed that, by the end of her term of office in the 
European Commission, Montenegro could close all 
the chapters in the accession negotiations with the 
EU. She underlined that the process of European 
integration is a process that demanded consensus 
of all political stakeholders.

“Everyone should aim at reaching a consensus 
within the shared vision and that is the message I 
will convey today in the Parliament“, said Kos. 
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Editorial  
Dear reader,

The thirty-first European Integration Newsletter 
offers an overview of the key developments and 
activities in the EU accession process that took place 
in the first quarter of 2025.

Ministry of European Affairs is committed to 
coordinating the work of the negotiation structure 
and intensifying activities aimed at producing tangible 
results in all chapters, ensuring partnership and 
cooperation with other bodies, and strengthening the 
ties and relations with EU institutions and EU Member 
States, so that Montenegro can take its place in the 
European family as one of equal partners.

During the previous three months, we continued 
implementing the activities related to coordination 
of the negotiation process, IPA, cooperation with 
local self-governments and civil sector, as well as 
organizing appropriate activities and campaigns.

We believe that this Newsletter contributes to raising 
the level of information, understanding and awareness 
among our citizens about the accession process and 
future Montenegro’s membership in the EU.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

THE EVENT THAT MARKED 
THE PERIOD BEHIND US 
16. I 2025.

THE GOVERNMENT MET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS FROM THE GROWTH 
PLAN FOR THE WESTERN BALKANS
By adopting the Proposal of the Law on 
Ratification of the Agreement on Accession to 
the Instrument between EU and Montenegro for 
Special Arrangements in the Implementation of EU 
Support under the Growth and Reform Facility, the 
Government met all the procedural requirements 
for the beginning of disbursement of the funds 
from the Growth Plan for the Western Balkans. 
In this way, the Government managed to meet 
the last requirement to start the operational use 
of the available EU funds from the Growth Plan 
for the Western Balkans, i.e. for the beginning of 

16. I 2025.

EUROPEAN COMMISSIONAIRE FOR 
ENLARGEMENT MARTA KOS PAID A TWO-DAY 
VISIT TO MONTENEGRO

19. II 2025.

14TH MEETING OF THE STABILIZATION AND 
ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE 

5. III 2025.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS ORGANIZED 
A WORKSHOP DEDICATED TO PREPARATION OF 

18. III 2025.

14TH MEETING OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE FOR 
JUSTICE, FREEDOM AND SECURITY

21. III 2025.

20TH MEETING OF THE JOINT CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE (JCC)

MOSTAR HOSTED A CEREMONY ON THE OCCASION 
OF THE FIRST CALL FOR THE EMBRACE PROJECT 

12. II 2025.

CROSS-BORDER PROJECT FOR DEVELOPMENT 
OF WOMEN ENTREPRENEURSHIP OFFICIALLY 

12. II 2025.

MONTENEGRO IS A PART OF THE INTERREG 
EUROPE PROGRAMME: SHARING SOLUTIONS FOR 
BETTER POLICIES

13. II 2025.

CLOSING CONFERENCE OF THE PROJECT 
“EVOCATION AND ATTRACTIVENESS OF CULTURAL 
HERITAGE” TOOK PLACE IN BERANE

BILTEN

14. II 2025.

FORUM FOR ESTABLISHING PROJECT 
PARTNERSHIPS WITHIN IPA III PROGRAMME 
MONTENEGRO - ALBANIA 

ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS

18. II 2025.

MEETING WITH 
PARTNERS IN 
STRATEGIC PROJECTS 
WITHIN THE SOUTH 
ADRIATIC PROGRAMME

25. II 2025.

TRANS-NATIONAL URBACT NETWORK MEETING 
ORGANIZED IN BIJELO POLJE

4. III 2025.

THREE MONTENEGRIN MUNICIPALITIES 
SUPPORTED WITHIN THE CALL FOR URBACT 

6. III 2025.

SEVEN MONTENEGRIN PARTNERS SUPPORTED 
WITHIN THE FOURTH CALL OF THE INTERREG 
EURO-MED PROGRAMME

17. III 2024.

43 NEW PROJECTS APPROVED WITHIN THE 
INTERREG IPA SOUTH ADRIATIC PROGRAMME

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ IN THE INFORMAL MEETING 
OF THE EU GENERAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE IN 
WARSAW 

28. II 2025.

28TH FEBRUARY – MINISTER GORČEVIĆ IN A 
WORKING VISIT TO FRANCE

12. III 2025.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ IN NEW YORK IN THE 69TH 
SESSION OF THE UN COMMISSION ON THE STATUS 
OF WOMEN

IPA

disbursement of the planned tranches. 
This was preceded by the Government accepting the 
Agreement in December 2024, while the adoption 
of the Proposal of the Law means that all procedural 
requirements are met and that the Proposal of the 
Law can now be sent to the Parliament. 
The Growth Plan is a very generous financial 
instrument. In addition to approximation of 
the Montenegrin economic standards to the 
European average, it also aims at implementing 
comprehensive reforms that will transform 
economic and social environment in Montenegro.

In the joint press-conference, the Prime Minister 
Milojko Spajić said that Montenegro had a very 
ambitious plan, to close all the chapters by 2026.

„The reforms are demanding and require focus of 
both the government and the opposition. National 
cohesion is needed, and Montenegro as a system 
has shown that it can deal with challenges in a 
mature manner“, said Spajić.

14th meeting of the Stabilization and Association 
Committee between Montenegro and European 
Union took place in Brussels in a hybrid format.
Montenegrin side presented the results achieved 
on the national level, confirming the commitment 
to reforms within the European integration process. 
Opening the meeting, the Chief Negotiator Zenović 
particularly emphasized Montenegro’s efforts in 
the field of key appointments and restoration of 
institutional functionality in judiciary that led to 
obtaining the positive IBAR and closing benchmarks 
in the chapters 23 and 24. 

Representatives of the negotiation working groups and of three directions of the Ministry of European 
Affairs participated in a two-day workshop in Herceg Novi focused on the preparation of negotiation 
documents. The workshop was organized within the PLAC (Policy and Legal Advice Centre) project for 
Montenegro, with the support of the Delegation of the European Union in Montenegro. 
The workshop discussed preparation of the key documents within the European integration process: 
Contribution to the European Commission’s 2025 Report on Montenegro and Report on Meeting 
Montenegro’s Obligations. The workshop was organized in the anticipation of the preparation of this 
year’s Contribution to the European Commission’s Report on Montenegro that will be of key importance 
for assessing further progress of the country in the accession process and for higher-quality Report on 
Meeting Montenegro’s Obligations.

On Montenegrin side, the meeting was opened 
by the Chief Negotiator Predrag Zenović, while 
the Deputy Prime Minister for political system, 
judiciary and anti-corruption Momo Koprivica 
also had an introductory intervention. On behalf 
of the European Commission the meeting was 
opened by the co-chair, Head of the Unit B4 for 

20th Meeting of the Joint Consultative Committee 
(JCC) of the civil society between European Union 
and Montenegro took place in Podgorica.
Chief Negotiator Predrag Zenović said that civil 
society played an important role in the process 
of Montenegro’s EU integration by promoting 
transparency, accountability and inclusivity. He also 
emphasized their role in the promotion of better 
understanding of the European Union values.

EmBRACE Project is a grant scheme for financing 
cooperation of micro and small enterprises in 
the cross-border area: Croatia – Bosnia and 
Herzegovina – Montenegro within the Interreg 
VI-A IPA Programme 2021-2027.
Thanks to the EU EmBRACE Project, small and 
micro enterprises in Montenegro got an opportunity 
for the first time to withdraw EU funds for their 
projects.
In the first call for the EmBRACE project, enterprises 
were offered a budget for projects in the value of 
three million euros. Given the large number of high-
quality applications, the Agency HAMAG-BICRO 
increased the amount to a bit more than four million 

euros. In the end, the total number of the approved 
EmBRACE projects amounted to 24, out of which as 
many as 19 included companies from Montenegro. 
Through this project, Montenegrin companies 
were approved almost 1.1 million euros. The 
approved projects were proposed by the following 
companies: Remid Vis d.o.o., M.A.S. CODE d.o.o, 
TRONY NETWORK d.o.o, INESKA d.o.o., Montenegro 
Adventures, Alicorn d.o.o, FINAGATE d.o.o., 
STATPRO d.o.o., Partner media d.o.o, MoDrone 
d.o.o., MEDITERA d.o.o., EVC MONTENEGRO, 
UPBEAT HUB d.o.o., ZIP d.o.o, Brain Code d.o.o, 
Enterijeri – SNV, SINIBIA d.o.o, VIZIN TRAVEL d.o.o. 
and Infrastruktura d.o.o.

This cross-border project has been supported 
through the Fourth Call of the IPA II Cross-Border 
Cooperation Programme Montenegro-Albania 
2014-2020, which is allocating the total of 1.5 
million euros. The goal of the project is to empower 
women entrepreneurs and to contribute to 
sustainable economic development in the cross-
border regions of Montenegro and Albania.
The Head of the Department for Bilateral Cross-
Border Programmes in the Ministry of European 
Affairs, Nada Pejović, underlined the importance of 

this initiative, emphasizing that the project would 
ensure that women could develop their business 
ideas, improve knowledge and access the market 
with appropriate support. 
President of the Municipality of Ulcinj, Genci 
Nimabegu expressed gratitude to the partners 
from Ulcinj and Albania for the commitment, 
emphasizing that the project focused on women, 
their empowerment and improving their quality of 
life through support to sustainable business.

A year ago, Montenegro joined the programme 
of inter-regional cooperation Interreg Europe, 
becoming thus a part of a broad programme 
territory where opportunities are created for sharing 
solutions and policy knowledge. The Programme 
aims at translating investment and innovation 
of the authorities to integrated and sustainable 
solutions for all people and all areas. 

Berane hosted the Closing Conference of the 
project “Evocation and Attraction of Cultural 
Heritage – Christian Antiquity and Turkish Bath 
for Cultural Tourism“ that was supported through 
the IPA II Programme of Cross-Border Cooperation 
Montenegro – Kosovo 2014-2020.
This 400,000 euros worth Project focused on 
increasing economic competitiveness of the cross-
border areas in Montenegro and Kosovo through the 
improvement of their cultural tourism potentials. It 
was implemented by the Museum of Polimlje from 

Berane and NGO Marimangat e Pejes from Kosovo.
Opening the Conference, Violeta Folić, Director of 
the Museum of Polimlje from Berane, thanked the 
partners for efficient cooperation.
The Head of the Department for Bilateral Cross-
Border Programmes in the Ministry of European 
Affairs, Nada Pejović, underlined that there was a 
high appreciation for the efforts of all beneficiaries 
of the Project dealing with the topic of improving 
the conditions for economic competitiveness of the 
cross-border areas. 

More than 120 participants, representatives of 
organizations, institutions and enterprises from 
Montenegro and Albania, had an opportunity to 
establish contacts, exchange ideas and explore 
opportunities for cross-border cooperation. The 
Forum that took place in Shkoder resulted in new 
partnerships, innovative project ideas and strong 
bases for future initiatives useful for both countries. 
The Head of the Department for Bilateral Cross-
Border Programmes in the Ministry of European 

Municipality of Bijelo Polje hosted trans-national 
meeting of representatives of municipalities 
from ten European countries within the network 
for planning activities under the title ‘Breaking 
Isolation’, supported through the programme of 
inter-regional cooperation URBACT IV.
Exchanging ideas and experience, partnership 
municipalities work on development of integrated 

Municipalities Tivat, Herceg Novi and Nikšić 
obtained support for implementing their projects 
within the Call for URBACT Pioneers Accelerator, 
particularly intended for local government units in 
the Western Balkan countries.

Seven institutions and organizations from 
Montenegro will participate in seven thematic 
projects approved within the Fourth Call of the 
Interreg Euro-MED 2021-2027 Cooperation 
Programme.
The Decision thereon was adopted in the meeting 
of the Monitoring Committee of the Interreg Euro-

Management body of the IPA Interreg South Adriatic Programme published the ranking list with 43 new 
projects that have been approved for financing out of the total number of 198 applications received within 
the Call for Standard Project Proposals.

During the working visit to France, Minister of 
European Affairs, Maida Gorčević and Chief 
Negotiator Predrag Zenović participated in the 
conference “European Union Enlargement – 
Progress Achieved by Montenegro” organized by 
the European House in Paris in cooperation with 
the Montenegrin Embassy in France. 

 „Gender equality is not only the key axis of European 
values, but also an imperative in the process of 
Montenegro’s accession to the EU. It remains in 
the core of Montenegro’s democratic and economic 
transformation. No country can be fully integrated 
in the EU if it neglects the rights of half of its 
population”, said the Minister of European Affairs 
Maida Gorčević in the panel “Women Leadership 
and Challenging Global Trends” where, as a member 
of Montenegro’s delegation, she participated in the 

Affairs, Nada Pejović, underlined that this event 
was important as the official start of the IPA III 
Programme. She reminded that cooperation of the 
two countries had started in 2008 through IPA I 
and II programmes with implementation of more 
than 49 projects in the value of more than 13.9 
million euros in the field of economic development, 
environment protection, social cohesion and 
infrastructure.

action plans aimed at overcoming social isolation 
and improving social inclusion. 
The meeting brought together the project partners 
from the municipalities of Agen (France), Isernia 
(Italy), Serres (Greece), Fót (Hungary), Pombal 
(Portugal), Roman (Romania), Jumilla (Spain), Škofja 
Loka (Slovenia), and Tønder (Denmark).

In the meeting that was attended by the ministers of European affairs of Member States and candidate 
countries, as well as the EU Commissionaire for Enlargement Marta Kos, Minister Gorčević noted that 
there were hybrid threats in Montenegro that include coordinated disinformation campaigns, cyber-
attacks and instrumentalization of social and traditional media through spread of false narratives. 
“EU enlargement process consistently serves as a guarantee for security and stability for Europe and the 
world,” said Gorčević, adding that this process, as an important factor in the strengthening of EU influence, 
became a target of sophisticated hybrid threats, designed to undermine stability and democracy.

23. I 2025.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS ORGANIZED 
CONSULTATIONS WITH NGOS ON THE TOPIC OF 
MEETING THE CLOSING BENCHMARKS IN THE 
CHAPTERS 23 AND 24 
Ministry of European Affairs organized consultations 
with NGOs regarding the action plans for meeting 
the closing benchmarks in the negotiation 
chapters 23 and 24. The event brought together 
representatives of the Government, negotiation 
structure and civil sector, creating a platform for a 

10. III 2025.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
Ministry of European Affairs extended a public call 
to non-governmental organizations active in the 
field of Euro-Atlantic and European integration to 
propose their representatives for a member of the 
Commission for Allocation of Funds to NGO projects 
and programmes for 2025.

27. III 2025.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS ORGANIZED 
CONSULTATIONS WITH NGOS WITH A VIEW 
TO STRENGTHENING TRANSPARENCY OF THE 
NEGOTIATION PROCESS AND ENHANCING CIVIL 
SOCIETY PARTICIPATION
„European integration process can be durable, 
high-quality and legitimate only if it includes all 
segments of the society and if it is not led from 
narrow bureaucratic perspectives”, said the Chief 
Negotiator of Montenegro with the EU, Predrag 
Zenović.
He explained that one of the key challenges in the 
negotiation process was the unequal distribution of 
capacities within the civil sector, as well as that the 
strongest and largest organizations were located 
in Podgorica, while their number and strength was 

4. II 2025.

EXHIBITION “CULTURE FOR EVERYONE” ADAPTED 
FOR PERSONS WITH DIVERSE SENSORY NEEDS
The Exhibition “Culture for Everyone” that celebrates 
innovation, inclusion and youth creativity was 
opened in Kusle’s House. This unique exhibition 
brought together items designed by young authors 
and five museums. Young creative authors used 
innovative solutions to offer new ways to connect 
with art and cultural heritage of Montenegro. The 
exhibition comprises 3D models of museum items, 

“We can consider last year to be one of the most 
intensive and most successful ones in terms of 
Montenegro’s EU agenda. We have produced 
concrete results that confirm our commitment to 
the reform process and European integration. The 
important goal now is to preserve the political 
dialogue and focus of all stakeholders in the society 
on our common goal. Our priority is to focus fully on 
meeting the requirements defined in the European 
agenda, putting aside the identity and other issues 
that might cause divisions in the society,“ said the 
Chief Negotiator Zenović.

2. II 2025.

As a platform for regional and local authorities, this 
Programme aims at ensuring exchange of good 
practices and successful policies that will provide 
adequate responses to challenges and lead to more 
efficient regional development policy management.
The Programme is focused on one key priority – 
Better cooperation management – that is dealt 
with through six thematic areas.

In Podgorica, the representatives of the Directorate 
for European Territorial Cooperation in the Ministry 
of European Affairs had a meeting with partners in 
strategic projects implemented within the Interreg 
IPA South Adriatic cooperation programme. 
The meeting was attended by representatives 
of Montenegrin institutions that, together with 
the partners from Italy and Albania, work on the 
implementation of the five strategic projects.
The meeting discussed the current state of affairs 
in the implementation of the projects, as well as 
spending plans and implementation challenges.

This was decided in the meeting of the Monitoring 
Committee of the URBACT IV Programme which 
selected the total of 27 municipalities and local 
entities from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia.

MED Programme that took place in Marseille 
(France) where financing was approved for 23 out 
of the total of 167 submitted project proposals. The 
total value of all the approved projects amounts to 
about 46.3 million euros, while the value of the 
share for participation of Montenegrin partners 
amounts to 1.2 million euros, 80% of which are 
European Union grants. 

18. II 2025.

CLOSING OF THE FIRST PROGRAMME OF ROTATING 
INTERNSHIP IN THE MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
After nine weeks of internship, 10 students of master studies from Montenegrin faculties successfully 
completed the First Programme of Rotating Internship in the Ministry of European Affairs. The Programme 
was based on a one-week rotation of interns through all 12 directions and two bureaus in the Ministry. This 
concept provided students with an opportunity to learn about different aspects of the negotiation process 
with the European Union, public relations and European funds, EU acquis, work in public administration 
and European integration process.
To make the process of adoption of new knowledge and skills efficient, every direction and bureau ensured 
mentors for the interns – colleagues in charge of the work of that unit of the ministry.
The programme ended in a meeting of the interns with the Minister of European Affairs, Maida Gorčević, 
and Chief Negotiator with the EU, Predrag Zenović, PhD.

6. III 2025.

PANEL DISCUSSION AND WORKSHOP “YOUTH FOR 
CHANGES – ACTIVISM AT WORK”
Ministry of European Affairs and Municipality of 
Nikšić, with the financial support of the European 
Union through the EU4ME project, organized a panel 
discussion and workshop “Youth for Changes – 
Activism at Work”, that discussed the role of the young 
as drivers of social change and opportunities for young 
people to contribute to positive changes in the society 
through their engagement.

13 i 14. III 2025.

INFO DAYS: „WE HAVE CONSUMER RIGHTS: 
LET US USE THEM!”
On the occasion of the International Day of Protection of Consumer Rights celebrated on 15th March, 
Ministry of European Affairs supported financially, through EU4ME project, the organization of Info Days 
implemented by the Ministry of Economic Development in the municipalities of Bijelo Polje and Bar. The 
Info Days offered an opportunity to citizens to learn how to recognize, protect and exercise their rights in 
every-day shopping or using services.

Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina within the 
Directorate-General for Enlargement and Eastern 
Neighbourhood at the European Commission 
Barbara Jesus Gimeno. The Director for Western 
Balkans in the Directorate General for Enlargement 
and Eastern Neighbourhood of the European 
Commission Valentina Superti intervened online.

„It is of utmost importance that we have a high-
quality assessment of all the challenges that we 
are facing on our path towards the EU. Therefore, 
the continuous dialogue on various levels and with 
various stakeholders in the political, social and 
economic life is of vital importance in this stage of 
the negotiation process,“ said the Chief Negotiator. 

CONFERENCES, REGIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

COOPERATION WITH THE CIVIL SECTOR

18. II 2025.

69th Session of the UN Commission on the Status 
of Women (CSW69).
Gorčević spoke about the role of women leaders 
and their networks in overcoming institutional 
obstacles and in shaping a new generation of 
European policies. “In the world abundant with 
crises and uncertainties, gender equality must 
not be jeopardized. Democratic regression and 
undermining of the equality principle constitute a 
serious threat to sustainable development. I see 
women as leaders in providing resistance to such 
practices”, warned Gorčević.

transparent and constructive exchange of opinions 
about key reforms in the field of the rule of law.
Participants had the opportunity to hear the Chief 
Negotiator Predrag Zenović PhD, as well as the 
negotiator for Cluster 1 and Head of the negotiation 
working group for chapter 23 Jelena Grdinić, and 
Head of the negotiation working group for chapter 
24 Jovana Mijović.

much lower in Southern and Northern regions. “We 
want to decentralize this process and ensure higher 
participation of organizations from all parts of 
Montenegro because only in that way the process 
of European integration can be legitimate and 
sustainable”, said Zenović.
In addition to the Chief Negotiator Predrag Zenović, 
the participants had an opportunity to hear 
Biljana Papović - State Secretary in the Ministry of 
European Affairs and Gordana Despotović-Đekić - 
Director General of the Directorate for Informing 
the Public about EU and Accession Process.

sculpted exhibits, hand-made parts of cultural 
heritage and animations that present animals and 
objects inspired by museum heritage.
Each exhibit comes with audio-guide in Montenegrin 
language, while the names are marked also in the 
Braille alphabet, making this exhibition adapted for 
persons with diverse sensory needs.

The event brought together young persons from 
secondary schools in Nikšić – Grammar School 
“Stojan Cerović”, Secondary School for Economics and 
Hospitality and Secondary Vocational School. Through 
a discussion with the decision-makers and practical 
exercises, they learned how they could initiate positive 
changes in their community.

„We have shown that concrete results can be 
achieved if we are determined and committed. We 
thus became a symbol of Euro-optimism”, said 
the Minister and informed the audience about 
the progress that Montenegro achieved on the 
European path.


