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Editorial   
Dear reader,

The thirty-third European Integration Newsletter 
offers an overview of the key developments and 
activities in the EU accession process that took place 
in the third quarter of 2025.

Ministry of European Affairs is committed to 
coordinating the work of the negotiation structure 
and intensifying activities aimed at producing tangible 
results in all chapters, ensuring partnership and 
cooperation with other bodies, and strengthening the 
ties and relations with EU institutions and EU Member 
States, so that Montenegro can take its place in the 
European family as one of equal partners.

During the previous three months, we continued 
implementing the activities related to coordination 
of the negotiation process, IPA, cooperation with 
local self-governments and civil sector, as well as 
organizing appropriate activities and campaigns.

We believe that this Newsletter contributes to raising 
the level of information, understanding and awareness 
among our citizens about the accession process and 
future Montenegro’s membership in the EU.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

THE EVENT THAT MARKED THE 
PERIOD BEHIND US 
27. VIII 2025.

EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION 
APPROVED 
DISBURSEMENT 
OF THE FIRST 
REGULAR TRANCHE TO 
MONTENEGRO FROM 
THE EU GROWTH PLAN 
FOR THE WESTERN 
BALKANS

3. VII 2025.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ IN 
THE SUMMIT OF THE 
WESTERN BALKAN 
LEADERS IN SKOPJE

09. VII 2025.

MEETING OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE FOR TRADE, 
INDUSTRY, CUSTOMS AND TAXES

2. IX 2025.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ PARTICIPATED IN THE 
MEETING OF THE MINISTERS OF EUROPEAN 
AFFAIRS IN COPENHAGEN

17. IX 2025.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ PARTICIPATED IN THE 
MEETING OF THE EU GENERAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL

1. VII 2025.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS PUBLISHED A 
DRAFT ACTION PLAN FOR MEETING THE COHESION 
POLICY REQUIREMENTS WITHIN THE NEGOTIATION 
CHAPTER 22

REGULAR MEETING OF THE SECTORAL MONITORING 
COMMITTEE FOR THE INSTRUMENT OF PRE-
ACCESSION ASSISTANCE (IPA) AND THIRD REGULAR 
MONTHLY MEETING WITHIN THE MONITORING OF 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REFORM AGENDA

28. VII 2025.

INITIAL MEETING WITH BENEFICIARIES OF THE 
STANDARD PROJECTS WITHIN THE INTERREG IPA 
SOUTH ADRIATIC PROGRAMME 

12. IX 2025.

INTERREG DAY MARKED 
IN KOTOR IN THE SPIRIT 
OF BLUE ECONOMY

16. IX 2025.

LAUNCH OF THE FIRST CALL WITHIN THE 
PROGRAMME MONTENEGRO - ALBANIA 2021-2027

BILTEN

22. IX 2025.

THIRD CALL OF THE 
DANUBE REGION 
PROGRAMME 

ACESSION NEGOTIATIONS

17. VII 2025.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ PARTICIPATED IN THE 
FORUM OF THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE (EESC) IN BRUSSELS

17. IX 2025.

STATE SECRETARY 
PAPOVIĆ PARTICIPATED 
IN THE TIRANA 
CONNECTIVITY FORUM

30. IX 2025.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ PARTICIPATED IN THE LEADERS’ 
MEETING ORGANIZED BY THE BELGRADE CENTRE 
FOR SECURITY POLICY (BCSP)

30. IX 2025.

MINISTER GORČEVIĆ SPOKE IN THE WOMEN 
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP (WPL) SUMMIT 

1. VII 2025.

MINISTRY OF 
EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
LAUNCHED A 
PUBLIC CALL TO 
NGOS TO PROPOSE 
REPRESENTATIVES 
INTO THE RULE OF 
LAW COUNCIL

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS LAUNCHED 
A PUBLIC CALL TO NGOS TO PROPOSE 
REPRESENTATIVES INTO THE RULE OF LAW 
COUNCIL

21. VII 2025.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS SUPPORTED 
13 PROJECTS OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN THE „DIALOGUE FOR 
EUROPE“ CALL

2. VII 2025.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS LAUNCHED 
A TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR JOURNALISTS 
ABOUT REPORTING ON THE EU INTEGRATION 
PROCESS

In the panel dedicated to the implementation of the 
Reform Agendas within the EU Growth Plan for the 
Western Balkans, Minister of European integration, 
Maida Gorčević, said that the presented results 
confirmed the strong political will in Montenegro 
and the capacities to implement the reform 
processes quickly and efficiently. She spoke about 
Montenegrin experience and underlined the 

18th Meeting of the Sub-Committee for Trade, 
Industry, Customs and Taxes between Montenegro 
and the European Union took place in Brussels in a 
hybrid format. The meeting was used for presenting 
significant results and the progress achieved in the 
negotiation chapters 1 (Free Movement of Goods), 
16 (Taxation), 20 (Enterprise and Industrial Policy), 
29 (Customs Union) and 30 (External Relations).

The meeting was co-chaired by the Deputy Head of 
the Unit B4 – Montenegro/Bosnia and Herzegovina 
of the Directorate General for Enlargement and 
Eastern Neighbourhood (DG ENEST), Heinke 

Minister Gorčević participated in the General Affairs Council (GAC) in Brussels. She underlined that 
Montenegro had continued implementing reforms in the field of judiciary, fight against corruption and 
organized crime and protection of fundamental citizens’ rights. She reminded that measurable results 
had been achieved in investigations and indictments against high officials, which, as she noted, clearly 
showed that justice was equal for all. She also emphasized that the number of judgments in the field of 
organized crime had increased, which was noted in the latest non-Paper for the chapters 23 and 24.

Ministry of European Affairs launched a Public 
Call for citizens, researchers and experts, state 
authorities, political entities, non-governmental 
organizations, international organizations, media 
and all interested organizations and communities, 
to take part in the public consultation process 
and give their contribution to consideration of the 
Draft Action Plan for Meeting the Cohesion Policy 
Requirements within the Negotiation Chapter 22.

The meetings brought together representatives 
of Montenegrin institutions, beneficiaries of IPA 
funds and partners from the relevant directorates 
of the European Commission, to discuss the results 
achieved so far in the implementation and to 
consider next steps in the reforms funded by the 
EU funds. 

This event was an important opportunity to 
present and analyse the results achieved in the key 

Ministry of European Affairs, in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Finance, held the initial meeting 
with representatives of Montenegrin institutions 
and organizations that participate in 43 projects 
supported within the Call for Standard Projects in 
the Cooperation Programme Interreg IPA South 
Adriatic.

The event was an opportunity to present the key 
features of this programme, information important 
for implementation and reporting, as well as tools 
for monitoring implementation of the projects. 
This was followed by beneficiaries presenting the 
projects and activities they would implement in the 
period to come, in cooperation with the partners 
from Italy and Albania. 

„Through cooperation with the countries from the 
region and Europe, these projects ensure that we 

can work together on finding sustainable solutions 
for economic, social and environmental challenges 
we are faced with”, said the Director General of the 
Directorate for European Territorial Cooperation in 
the Ministry of European Affairs, Miloš Marković.

49 Montenegrin institutions and organizations 
participate in the implementation of 43 standard 
projects within the Interreg IPA South Adriatic 
Programme. More than 11 million euros of EU 
grants have been allocated for their activities. 
Among 220 supported partners in Italy, Albania and 
Montenegro, there are national, regional and local 
authorities, universities, research centres, education 
institutions, chambers of commerce and civil society 
organizations. The projects are implemented in four 
strategic fields: competitiveness and innovation, 
sustainable development and environment, 
mobility and transport, and social inclusion.

Ministry of European Affairs marked the Interreg 
Cooperation Day in Kotor with the moto: “Inspired 
by the Sea: Waves of Cooperation for Stronger 
Blue Economy in the Adriatic”, in cooperation with 
the Marine Biology Institute of the University 
of Montenegro and in the presence of the 
representatives of the European Union Delegation 
in Montenegro.

The event was organized in the premises of the 
Marine Biology Institute, while the guests were 

Deadline for submitting project abstract is 31 
October 2025.

Within this call, the projects aimed at protecting 
the environment and promoting adaptation and 
mitigation of climate change, prevention and risk 
management, will be supported with the amount 
of up to 600,000 euros, while the projects aimed at 
improving tourism and cultural and natural heritage 
will be supported with up to 750,000 euros. 

Duration of the projects is limited to 30 months, 
while the total budget for this call amounts to 7.4 
million euros.

Danube Region Interreg Programme launched the 
third targeted call for project proposals, and the 
deadline for submitting project proposals is 15 
December 2025 at 2 pm.

Duration of the Programme is 30 months, while the 
expected beginning is 1 July 2026. Each project must 
include at least three partners from three different 

State Secretary in the Ministry of European Affairs, 
Biljana Papović, spoke in the panel „Strengthening 
preparedness of South-Eastern Europe for 
membership in the EU“. She emphasized the 
importance of the Growth Plan for the Western 
Balkans as the key tool for accelerating the 
integration process. She also presented the 
progress that Montenegro had achieved up to that 
point in the implementation of the Reform Agenda 
within the Reform and Growth Facility. 

Minister of European Affairs, Maida Gorčević, spoke 
in the BSC Leaders’ Meeting in Podgorica, the forum 
organized by the Belgrade Centre for Security Policy 
(BCSP), with the support of the Embassy of Norway.

“We do not perceive reforms on our EU path as an 
obligation, but as an opportunity to contribute to 
the European future of the Western Balkans. Our 
obligation is to meet every benchmark, to comply 
with every standard and to prove that Montenegro 
deserves a place in the EU as a completely prepared 
and credible member,” said the Minister. 

She emphasized that the European prospects must 
remain the key for stability and development of the 
entire region, because it is the only way to ensure 
permanent security and prosperity.

„Montenegro remains firmly committed to the 
European path – our goal is clear: finalization of the 
negotiations by 2026 and full-fledged membership 
in the European Union by 2028 “, said Gorčević.

Minister Gorčević participated in the panel “Investing in Stability: A New Global Capital Agenda” dedicated 
to the role of women in shaping economic diplomacy and improving reforms and legal certainty as 
preconditions for investment growth. The panel was organized within the Women Political Leadership 
Summit.

On that occasion, Minister Gorčević said that the best way to see stability and credibility of a country was 
through respect for the principles of election democracy, rule of law and good public finance management. 
She said that, for political leaders, the most important thing was to comply consistently with the rule of 
law and strengthen the institutions that protect it.

Ministry of European Affairs launched a call to 
non-governmental organizations to submit their 
proposals for the election of members into the Rule 
of Law Council.

Representatives of 13 non-governmental organizations whose projects got support within the Public Call 
„Dialogue for Europe“ signed contracts for 2025 with the Minister of European Affairs, Maida Gorčević. 

The total value of the supported projects amounts to 103,600 euros, while the total number of applications 
is 37. On the basis of the assessments of independent appraisers and the decision of the Commission of 
the Ministry of European Affairs, the support was provided to the highest-quality project proposals.

The supported projects deal with the key topics of European integration process – informing citizens about 
the negotiation process and benefits of membership, involving youth and vulnerable groups, promoting 
European values, rule of law and environment protection.

„European integration process is not the task of institutions only – it is the project of the entire society. 
Without involvement of citizens, local communities and organizations that work every day in the field, 
true Europeanization of the society is not possible. The projects that we support today contribute 
precisely to what is most needed in our society: more knowledge about the EU, more public dialogue, 
more involvement, particularly among youth and vulnerable groups”, said Minister Gorčević.

Two-day workshop that took place on 2 and 3 July in Kolašin marked the official start of the programme 
„Journalists for the EU – Reporting on the EU Integration Process“ implemented by the Ministry of 
European Affairs, in cooperation with UNOPS, specialized UN agency working in the fields of infrastructure, 
procurement and project management, as well as the EU4ME project funded by the EU.

This training programme is intended for journalists from national and local media who deal with EU topics 
and its goal is to strengthen their capacities for professional, analytical and ethical reporting on the key 
aspects of the process of Montenegro’s accession to the EU. 

Chief Negotiator of Montenegro with the EU, Predrag Zenović and the State Secretary in the Ministry of 
European Affairs Biljana Papović talked with the journalists about technical and political aspects of the 
negotiation process.

countries of the programme area, and at least one 
of the partners must be from an EU Member State 
that belongs to the programme area.

The total budget envisaged for this call amounts to 
27.3 million euros of EU grants and the rate of co-
financing projects by the European Union is up to 
80% of the project budget. 

Danube Region Programme promotes economic, 
social and territorial cohesion in the Danube basin 
through projects of trans-national cooperation that 
contribute to more innovative, sustainable and 
inclusive Danube Region. 

„The fact that Montenegro was among the first 
countries in the region that adopted its Reform 
Agenda, with 32 reforms and 130 steps, shows 
well enough the maturity of our institutions and 
our preparedness to take responsibility for the 
demanding reforms“, said Papović.

Given the fact that the Decision on establishing the structure for negotiations on Montenegro’s accession 
to the European Union (Official Gazette of Montenegro, 112/2023, 15 December 2023) stipulates that 
the Government establishes the Rule of Law Council, as a working body for monitoring and discussing 
the issues in the field of the rule of law in the process of accession to the EU, and given the importance of 
continuous involvement of experts and committed representatives of non-governmental organizations 
in the work of the Council, the Ministry of European Affairs  launched a call to non-governmental 
organizations to submit their proposals for election of a new member into the Rule of Law Council.

7. VII 2025.

PANEL ON CHAPTER 5 – PUBLIC PROCUREMENT
This event was organized by the Ministry of 
European Affairs, through EU4ME project, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Finance. 

The Pannel was opened by Novica Vuković – 
Minister of Finance and Maida Gorčević – Minister 
of European Affairs. 

The event included two panels. The first one included 
the following participants: Sašo Matas -Director 
General of the Direction for Public Procurement in 
the Government of the Republic of Slovenia, Jelena 

17. VII 2025.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS PUBLISHED 
THE THIRTY SECOND ISSUE OF THE EUROPEAN 
INTEGRATION NEWSLETTER
Thirty second issue of the European Integration Newsletter brings information about the key events and 
activities in the process of accession to the EU during the second quarter  of 2025.

Veit, and Director General of the Directorate for 
International Cooperation, European Integration 
and Implementation of EU Funds in the Ministry of 
Economic Development, Ivona Savićević.

The meeting of the Sub-Committee emphasized 
that Montenegro continued with good results in the 
field of trade and access to the Single Market of the 
EU and remained committed to the implementation 
of reforms aligned with the EU acquis and standards 
of the EU, which will lead to further progress on its 
path to the EU.

11. VII 2025.

Minister of European Affairs, Maida Gorčević, participated in the Forum “Building an inclusive future in an 
enlarged EU: The role of social dialogue, civil society and youth engagement” organized by the European 
Economic and Social Committee (EESC) in Brussels.

In the opening of the Forum, Gorčević underlined that, from the very beginning of the negotiation process, 
Montenegro included civil society and non-governmental organizations as equal partners. As she said, 
civil sector representatives participated in all negotiation working groups as full-fledged members that 
could contribute and participate in decision-making.

„This approach had a significant influence on the quality and credibility of our reforms on the EU path. 
Participation of the civil sector secured higher transparency, public trust and broader ownership over the 
EU agenda”, said Minister Gorčević.

21. VII 2025.

European Commission officially approved the 
disbursement of the first tranche of funds to 
Montenegro within the EU Reform and Growth 
Facility for the Western Balkans, which marked 
the continuation of a positive trend in the 
implementation of the Growth Plan for the Western 
Balkans and confirmed the commitment to the 
European prospects for Montenegro.

On the basis of the submitted Report on the 
implementation of the Reform Agenda and 
the opinion of the European Commission, the 
disbursement of the first regular tranche has been 
approved in the amount of 10.2 million euros, 4.7 
million euro of which have been paid as the budget 
support through a favourable loan. The remaining 
amount of 5.5 million euros will be allocated for 
financing infrastructural projects through the 
Western Balkans Investment Framework (WBIF), 
2.6 million euros in loans and 2.9 million euros in 
grants to be paid in the period to come.

importance of connecting the process of accession 
to the EU with tangible economic benefits for 
citizens and economy.

In her intervention, Minister Gorčević invited to a 
joint action in the region and with the EU so that the 
Growth Plan can be used as a strong instrument for  
driving reforms, improving the quality of life and 
bringing the European prospects back in the focus 
in the Western Balkans.

„The Growth Plan is no longer just a document – it is 
a concrete mechanism with the first visible results. 
It is up to us to act from this high political level and 
support all stakeholders in our countries to make 
strong efforts in implementing it”, concluded Mrs 
Gorčević.

areas supported through IPA, which include the 
rule of law, public administration reform, energy 
sector, environment protection, transport, trade, 
education, employment, social care, innovation, 
agriculture and rural development. Participants 
discussed legal, institutional and operational 
preconditions that are of key importance for 
efficient and sustainable implementation of the 
programmes financed by IPA funds. 

Minister of European Affairs, Maida Gorčević, participated in the first informal meeting of the Ministers 
of European Affairs that took place in Copenhagen, within the Danish Presidency of the Council of the EU.

Minister Gorčević said that Montenegro’s goal was to close a number of chapters by the end of the year, 
during the Danish Presidency.

“We expect a substantive confirmation of progress, while the beginning of drafting Montenegro’s Treaty 
of Accession to the EU would be a strong encouragement for us on our European path and a signal of 
credibility of the enlargement policy”, said Gorčević.

pupils of the Primary School “Ivo Visin” from Prčanj. 
Minister of European Affairs, Maida Gorčević, 
gave them an interactive lecture about European 
integration and the way in which the EU funds 
improve quality of life in Montenegro.

After the lecture, the pupils and representatives of 
the Delegation enjoyed the tour of the Aquarium 
“Boka”, the only aquarium in Montenegro. It 
improved its operation thanks to the project 
EXChAngE, financed through the Interreg IPA 
programme of cross-border cooperation Croatia 
– Bosnia and Herzegovina – Montenegro. With 
the expert guidance of the Institute employees, 
the visitors had an opportunity to learn about the 
abundance of the species in the Adriatic Sea, but 
also to become aware of how important it was to 
preserve the marine biodiversity.  

Women Political Leadership Summit, that brought together more than 220 women MPs, ministers, 
mayors, founders and directors from 65 countries from all around globe, for the first time took place in 
the Western Balkans, while the host of this year’s three-day summit was the Parliament of Montenegro. 

On that occasion, Gorčević was declared laureate of the “Bridge to Europe” award, handed to her by Silvana 
Koch-Mehrin, resident and founder of WPL.

Jovetić – Director General of the Directorate for 
public finance management and public procurement 
policy in the Ministry of Finance, Nataša Cicmil 
– Secretary of the Commission for protection of 
rights in the public procurement procedures, and 
Dragoljub Bulatović – adviser to the President of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Montenegro. The 
second panel was dedicated to the NGO sector, 
and the participants were Jelena Jovetić, Dragana 
Jaćimović from Institute  Alternative, Dejan Milovac 
from MANS and Tanja Dragović from the State Audit 
Institution of Montenegro.

18. VII 2025.

MINISTRY OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS PUBLISHED 
THE MANUAL FOR TRANSLATION OF LEGAL AND 
OTHER ENACTMENTS WITHIN THE EUROPEAN 
INTEGRATION PROCESS
Ministry of European Affairs prepared a new 
electronic edition of the Manual for Translation 
of Legal and Other Enactments in the European 
Integration Process. This Manual is intended for the 
entire public administration and expert public, and 
particularly for translators and other experts that 

translate legislation from Montenegrin to English 
and vice versa, and draft documents needed for 
communication with European Union institutions. 
The Manual has a character of information material 
and instructions for writing and translating all 
relevant documents. 

29. VII 2025.

MINISTRY OF 
EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
PUBLISHED THE 
SIXTEENTH ISSUE 
OF THE MAGAZINE 
EUROKAZ
In its various columns, Eurokaz presents the news 
from the negotiation process, results of the reforms 
that Montenegro is implementing in the accession 
process, and success stories of using the EU funds.

Eurokaz includes written and verbal contributions 
from the representatives of the Government of 
Montenegro, EU, journalists of Montenegrin printed 
and electronic media, as well as representatives of 
the local self-governments, business sector and 
non-governmental organizations. 

26. IX 2025.

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES
This event was organized by the Ministry of 
European Affairs and the European Union 
Delegation in Montenegro, with the support of 
the projects European House and EU4ME and in 
cooperation with the embassies of the Member 
States. The goal of the event was to promote 
diversity of languages and cultures of the European 
continent. 

During the event, the pupils of the seventh and 
eighth grade of the Primary School „Sutjeska“ 
participated in an interactive memory game, 
learning the basics of the languages of Austria, 
Romania, Italy, Greece, Slovakia, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, Hungary, France, Slovenia and Poland, in 
a direct communication with representatives of the 
embassies of these countries.

29. IX 2025.

BAR – CONSULTATIONS ABOUT THE NEGOTIATION 
CHAPTER 13 - FISHERIES
Representatives of several fishermen associations 
and coastal municipalities exchanged with 
representatives of state institutions and experts 
their opinions about the importance of alignment 
with the European policy in that field. The event 
was organized by the Ministry of European Affairs, 
within the project EU4ME financed by the European 
Union. 

State Secretary in the Ministry of European 
Affairs – Biljana Papović, Head of the Negotiation 
working Group and Director General for Fisheries 
in the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water 
Management – Katarina Burzanović, and research 
adviser in the Marine Biology Institute and member 
of the negotiation working group for Chapter 
13 – Aleksandar Joksimović, talked with the 
representatives of several fishermen associations. 

IPA

CONFERENCES, REGIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

COOPERATION WITH THE CIVIL SECTOR

OTHER

12. IX 2025.

REPEATED PUBLIC CALL TO NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS TO PROPOSE THREE 
REPRESENTATIVES FOR MEMBERS IN THE COMMITTEE 
FOR MONITORING PARTICIPATION OF MONTENEGRO 
IN THE EU REFORM AND GROWTH FACILITY

Ministry of European Affairs 
repeated the call to non-
governmental organizations 
to submit their proposals for 
election of one representative 
for each of the thematic policies 
defined in the Reform Agenda to 
be members of the Committee 
for Monitoring the Reform and 
Growth Facility.


